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The Wednesday forum will focus on regional opportunities from the ethane cracker plant being 
built near Pittsburgh. 

By Valerie Myers / valerie.myers@timesnews.com  

TITUSVILLE — Interest throughout the region in an "ethane cracker" plant to be built near 
Pittsburgh is growing. 

Almost 370 people registered for Wednesday's daylong forum on the potential regional impacts 
of the plant. 

The forum, by the Keystone Community Education Council, local chambers of commerce and 
others, will be held at Cross Creek Resort. Speakers will include R.B. Smith, an economic 
development specialist from Louisiana, where a similar "world-scale" cracker plant is being 
built. 

Organizers stopped taking reservations for the event Thursday, after 369 people registered. 
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"It's been incredible," Lance Hummer, executive director of the Keystone Community Education 
Council, said Tuesday. "I'm still having to turn people away." 

Attending will be a cross-section of business, industry, banking, education, economic 
development and government officials from across the state. 

"We even have someone coming from Michigan, another from Arizona, and people from Ohio 
and New York," Hummer said. 
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Shell Chemical Appalachia announced in June that it will build the $6 billion cracker plant along 
the Ohio River in Beaver County to "crack apart" liquid natural gas from the Marcellus and Utica 
shales. The gas will be processed into polyethylene, a plastic used in a variety of products. 

The plant is expected to be provide supply chain opportunities throughout the region once it's 
operational next decade. 

Valerie Myers can be reached at 878-1913 or by email. Follow her on Twitter at 
twitter.com/ETNmyers. 
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